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Cookie Usage 
Our website uses Cookies to help us provide you with a useful and reliable browsing experience and to help us improve 
our site. Cookies are small files of letters and numbers that are stored on your device. When someone visits our 
website, we collect standard internet log information and details of visitor behaviour patterns. We collect this 
information in a way which does not personally identify anyone. 
 
Cookies are small text files that are placed on your device to help our website provide a better user experience. Cookies 
are stored on your individual device and you have full control over their use. 
 

How to change your cookie settings 
You may deactivate or restrict the transmission of cookies by changing the settings of your web browser. Cookies that 
are already stored may be deleted at any time. To find out more about cookies and how to manage or delete them, 
visit www.aboutcookies.org.uk. 
 

How to Manage Cookies 
Find out how to manage cookies on popular browsers: 
 
Google Chrome 
Microsoft Edge 
Mozilla Firefox 
Microsoft Internet Explorer 
Apple Safari 
 
To find information relating to other browsers, visit the browser developer's website. 
 
To opt-out of being tracked by Google Analytics across all websites, visit tools.google.com/dlpage/gaoptout. 
 
If you choose to disable cookies, you may not be able to use all the features on our website. 
 

Types of Cookie 
The types of Cookies we use on this site are: 
 
First Party Cookies 
These are necessary Cookies that are set by this website directly. These Cookies are essential to the running of our 
website and are kept for the duration of a user's visit. These keep track of things such as the session ID itself and 
whether the visitor has chosen to view the site in high visibility mode. 
 
First Party Cookies set by this website 

Name Purpose Expires 

auth_user Records when a user has logged in to the website (e.g. 
protected pages that require a user login). 

End of session 

cms_user Identifies a session that should not retrieve pages from 
cache (e.g. when a user is logged in to the CMS). 

End of session 

highvis Records if the user has switched to high visibility mode. End of session 

PHPSESSID Default identifier that PHP uses for Cookies which are 
generated during a session. 

End of session 

popup_seen_today Indicates whether pop-up announcements have been 
viewed or not 

At midnight 

 

http://www.aboutcookies.org.uk/
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/61416?co=GENIE.Platform%3DDesktop&hl=en
https://privacy.microsoft.com/en-us/windows-10-microsoft-edge-and-privacy
https://support.mozilla.org/en-US/kb/enable-and-disable-cookies-website-preferences
https://support.microsoft.com/en-gb/help/17442/windows-internet-explorer-delete-manage-cookies
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/guide/safari/sfri11471/mac
http://tools.google.com/dlpage/gaoptout
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Third Party Cookies 
These are Cookies set by other suppliers which we may be using to enhance our site and which are controlled by them. 
The following section details third party Cookies you might encounter through this site. For more information on these 
Cookies or to opt-out of third parties collecting any data regarding your interaction on our website, please refer to 
their websites for further information. 
 
Google Analytics 
Like many websites, we use Google Analytics to collect information about visitor behaviour, such as the number of 
visitors to the various parts of our website. We do this to compile reports that help us improve our site. Google 
Analytics stores information about what pages you visit, how long you are on the site, how you got here, what 
documents you download and what you click on. This analytics data is not tied to personally identifiable information 
(e.g. your name or address) so this information cannot be used to identify who you are. 
 
Below is a description of the Google Analytics Cookies we may use on this site and what they are used for: 

Name Purpose Expires 

_utm.gif Logs details about visitor's browser and 
computer 

End of session 

_utma Used to distinguish users and sessions 2 years 

_utmb Used to determine new sessions/visits 30 mins 

_utmc Used to determine the duration of a visit End of session 

_utmv Use to determine visitor behaviour during a 
session 

End of session 

_utmz Stores the traffic source that explains how 
the user reached the site 

6 months 

_utmt Used to throttle request rate 10 minutes 

_utmt_masterTracker Updates the total number of page visits in 
anonymous form 

End of session 

_ga Used to distinguish users 2 years 

_gid Used to distinguish users 24 hours 
 

You can find more detailed information about the Google Analytics Cookies we use by clicking here. 
 
You can find out more about Google's position on data privacy as regards to its analytics service, including information 
about the Google Analytics opt-out browser add-on in the Privacy Controls section here. 
 
Other Third-Party Cookies 
We may use third party plugins or integrate with other websites or services (for example: Issuu PayPal, ParentPay, 
WisePay, facebook, twitter, Linkedin, YouTube, Instagram, vimeo). 
 
For these to work they may set Cookies through our site. We do not control these Cookies and you should refer to 
their websites for their respective privacy policies or for further information on how to opt out of them collecting any 
data regarding your interaction on our website. Alternatively, you may deactivate or restrict the transmission of 
Cookies by changing the settings of your web browser. 
 

Who is responsible for this policy? 
The Trust has overall responsibility for the effective operation of this policy and for ensuring compliance with the 
relevant statutory framework or Trust framework. The Trust has delegated day-to-day responsibility for operating the 
policy to the Director of Marketing and Partnerships, the DPO and the CEO. 
 

https://developers.google.com/analytics/devguides/collection/analyticsjs/cookie-usage
https://support.google.com/analytics/answer/6004245
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The Local Academy Council and Senior Leadership Team at each trust secondary school has a specific responsibility to 
ensure the fair application of this policy and all members of staff are responsible for supporting colleagues and 
ensuring its success. 

 

Equality Impact Assessment 
Under the Equality Act 2010 we have a duty not to discriminate against people on the basis of their age, disability, 
gender, gender identity, pregnancy or maternity, race, religion or belief and sexual orientation. 
 

This policy has been equality impact assessed and we believe that it is in line with the Equality Act 2010 as it is fair, it 
does not prioritise or disadvantage any pupil and it helps to promote equality at this school. 
 

Equalities Statement 
Under the public sector equality duty (PSED), all schools/academies must have due regard to the need to eliminate 
discrimination, harassment and victimisation and any other conduct prohibited by the Equality Act 2010; to advance 
equality of opportunity between those who share a relevant protected characteristic and those who do not share it 
and to foster good relations across all protected characteristics. This means academies must take into account equality 
considerations when policies are being developed, adopted and implemented. 

Race Disparity Audit 
We acknowledge the findings of the Race Disparity Audit that clearly shows how people of different ethnicities are 
treated across the public services of health, education, employment and the criminal justice system.  
 
The educational section of the audit that covers: differences by region; attainment and economic disadvantage; 
exclusions and abuse; and destinations, has a significant importance for the strategic planning of this school. 

Monitoring, Evaluation and Review 
The policy will be promoted and implemented throughout all Trust secondary schools. The Trust will monitor the 
operation and effectiveness of arrangements referred to in this policy at each Trust secondary school. 
 
The Trust will review this policy annually in consultation with the website designers CleverBox. 
 

Linked Policies 
● Data Protection and Privacy Policy 

Other Related Documents  
This policy should be a working document that is fit for purpose. It represents the school ethos, enables consistency 
and quality across the school. It is also related to the following legislation: 

● Data Protection Act 2018 

● UK GDPR 

● Privacy and Electronic Communications Regulations (PECR) 

Summary of Changes in this Version 
 

Page 
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  New Policy 
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